
Child Abuse, Neglect, and Human Trafficking Disclosure 
Response Recommendations
Disclaimer – The information contained in this incident flow chart is provided for informational purposes only. Crime Stoppers of Houston advises all 
educators to refer to, defer to, and become primarily familiar with your district rules and guidelines. This document is meant to create thoughtful and 
engaging questions and discussions but in no way and under no circumstances meant to trump school guidelines or district procedures, especially 
when it concerns safety or emergency situations.

When determining where to report suspected abuse:

•	 If you have reason to 
suspect abuse, neglect, 
or trafficking and it needs 
a 24-hour response time: 
proceed to Step A

•	 If it doesn’t need to be 
investigated within 48 
hours: proceed to Step B

•	 If you have any doubts 
about whether or not 
it is abuse, neglect, or 
trafficking, proceed 
to Step A where you 
will be advised and 
directed on what steps 
to take next.

•	 Within 24-hours urgent investigation: proceed to Step A
•	 Non-urgent not within 48 hours investigation: proceed to 

Step B
•	 If the student may be in immediate danger after school: 

proceed to Step C
•	 If the suspected abuse is human trafficking related: 

Proceed to Step A and C

Did you receive a disclosure? May be direct or indirect.

Remain calm, move to a location away from others and 
allow the child to tell the story in their own words.

Gather as much information as possible without probing to 
help with the investigation when you make a report.

When reporting, you’ll be asked who’s involved, what 
happened, and any safety concerns. Also have ready 
current information of the victim and any relevant 
information that you know.

STEP 1

STEP 2

STEP 3

STEP 4

Did you recognize signs of abuse, neglect, or trafficking?

911 or local law
enforcement agency

STEP C

Texas Abuse Hotline
1.800.252.5400

STEP A

txabusehotline.org

STEP B

This flowchart is informed by Texas Education Agency and The Texas Department of Family and Protective Services. 



HERE’S HOW IT WORKS

Receive a cash reward
(up to $5,000)

STEP 3

Your tip leads to an arrest or 
disciplinary action

STEP 2

Submit an anonymous tip
STEP 1

Go to crime-stoppers.org

Use our Mobile App
Download app name: Crime Stoppers Houston

HOW TO REPORT A TIP

Call 713.222.TIPS (8477)

CRIME STOPPERS OF HOUSTON
SAFE SCHOOL INSTITUTE

P.O. Box 541654, Houston, TX 77254
(713) 521-4600 (office)

(713) 222-TIPS (to report)
www.crime-stoppers.org/safe-school-institute

ssi@crime-stoppers.org


